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P R O G R A M

JWI's Women to Watch
Leadership Celebration and Awards 

December 4, 2023 • Grand Hyatt Washington 

Welcome
SHARON and JAYME SLOTKIN

Event Co-Chairs  

HaMotzi
RABBI DANA SAROKEN

2017 Woman to Watch

Opening Remarks
MICHELLE CARLSON

Chair, JWI Board of Trustees

Awards Presentation and 
Honorees’ “Pearls of Wisdom”

Emcee: JENNIFER MAXFIELD OSTFELD
Introductions: LORIBETH WEINSTEIN, JWI CEO Emerita 

Honorees
BARBARA GUTERMAN 

Sondra D. Bender Community Leadership Honoree

JILL BASINGER
NATALIE SILVERSTEIN

SAMANTHA SAPERSTEIN
RABBI TAMAR MANASSEH

Loribeth Weinstein Changemaker Honoree

(program continues on the following page)

Congratulations to the 
extraordinary women being honored 
at JWI’s Women to Watch luncheon. 

Their incredible stories of resilience, 
passion, and commitment inspire us 

to embrace change, empower 
communities, and drive progress. 

As co-chairs of this event, 
we are immensely proud to stand 

alongside these phenomenal leaders. 
Being a part of the JWI community 

is more than an affiliation; it’s a 
commitment to empowering women, 
amplifying voices, and championing 

positive change.

We are honored to be part of an 
organization that recognizes and elevates 

these exceptional women who are 
shaping a better world for us all.

With love,
Jayme and Sharon
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M E N U
TODAY’S MENU IS KOSHER AND DAIRY-FREE 

  C O L D  A P P E T I Z E R S    

Kalamata Olive Hummus, Fresh Bruschetta, 
Stuffed Grape Leaves, and Marinated Olives and Artichoke

Assorted Flatbreads, Water Crackers, 
Grilled Pita, and Crostini

  E N T R É E  C O U R S E    

Herb-Crusted Chilean Seabass 
Rice Pilaf Cake • Roasted Rainbow Carrots • Lemon Caper Sauce

VEGAN*

Seared King Trumpet Mushroom "Scallop" 
Tomato Basil Cauliflower Puree • Warm Succotash • Crispy Shallots

  D E S S E R T    

Far Breton
Berry Compote & Whipped Coconut Cream

*Vegan meals must have been requested at the time of ticket purchase. 

P R O G R A M
Survivor Story

RACHEL LEVIN, JWI Senior Director of Women’s Impact

Lunch

JWI Receives the Gottheil Award from Zeta Beta Tau
LIBBY ANDERSON, CEO, Zeta Beta Tau Fraternities

Remarks
MEREDITH JACOBS, JWI CEO

Awards Presentation and 
Honorees’ “Pearls of Wisdom”

Emcee: JENNIFER MAXFIELD OSTFELD
Introductions: 

REBECCA BAR, JWI VP of Leadership and Engagement
MARINA ROSTEIN, YWIN Representative to JWI Board of Trustees  

Honorees
TIFFANY HARRIS

AMY, JACKIE, and SHELBY ZITELMAN
EILEEN FILLER-CORN

AUDREY WISCH
Young Women's Impact Honoree

Closing Remarks
MEREDITH JACOBS • JWI CEO Join us on  

 
    (@JewishWomenIntl, #WTW23)



JWI's 2023 Women to Watch AwardsJWI's 2023 Women to Watch Awards4 5

J W I  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S
Michelle Carlson, Chair • Las Vegas, Nev.  /  Meredith Jacobs • CEO
Pam Sherman, Vice Chair  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rochester, N.Y.
Tami Ackerman .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          Long Beach, N.Y.
Heidi Hookman Brodsky .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Bethesda, Md.
Susan Feldman .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      West Bloomfield, Mich.
Lisie Gottdenker .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Miami, Fla.
Laura Rebell Gross .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           Brooklyn, NY
Bobbi Rebell Kaufman .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       New York, N.Y.
Erica Keswin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               New York, NY
Mimi Brodsky Kress .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         Bethesda, MD
Dr. Logan Levkoff  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          New York, N.Y.
Stephanie Kaplan Lewis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      Newton, Mass.
Robin London  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Washington, D.C. 
Stephanie Nashman  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       Falls Church, Va. 
Marina Rostein  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                              Chicago, Ill.
Rachel Braun Scherl  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  West Orange, NJ
Rachel Shader  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Los Angeles, CA
Rabbi Susan Shankman .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Washington, D.C.
Leslie Speisman  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Potomac, MD
Ellen Stone .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                New York, NY
Linda Youngentob .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         Bethesda, MD

HONORARY BOARD: Vivian G. Bass • Toby Graff • Kim Oster-Holstein • 
Deena Silver • Beth Sloan • Susan W. Turnbull • Sandy Unger

J W I  S T A F F
Meredith Jacobs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     CEO

Deborah Ash-Lee  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Finance and Office Manager

Rebecca Bar .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              Vice President, Leadership & Engagement

Alana Blum  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Senior Director of Community Response

Danielle Cantor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             Creative Director

Emily Collyns  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Director of Financial Empowerment

Rachel Graber .  .  .  .    Vice President of Government Relations and Advocacy

Rachel Levin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Sr. Director of Women’s Impact and Development

Stacey Rivard .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Operations Manager 

Deborah Rosenbloom .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Chief Program Officer

Amanda Saunders .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Program Department Manager

Sierra Schnitzer, LMHC .  .  .  .  .      Sr. Director of Survivor Supports & Initiatives

B E N D E R  F E L L O W S

Eliza Abdu-Glass
Denise Aghion

Susannah Alfred
Rachel Apfelbaum

Hadar Arazi
Talia Azour
Sara Berlin

Sasha Bloch
Goldie Davoudgoleh

Stephanie Elkin
Jenna Ferman

Abbi Fine
Elise Goldstein
Talia Goodman

Talia Gurstel
Ariel Haus
Jen Hazan

Lauren Hertan
Shayna Herzage-Feldan

Erin Horwitz
Molly Kazan

Ellie Kirshenbaum
Rebecca Kronovet

Hannah Leib
Lauren Meltzer

Diane Motamed
Sabra Mwaura

Alissa Neubauer
Jenny Oswald

Melissa Oxenhandler
Naomi Rich
Jen Rosen

Samantha Schafrank
Sara Schmuckler

Avigail Schneiman
Alyssa Schor

Eliana Schwartz
Carrie Seleman
Aubrey Shanks
Eliza Sherman
Abby Shuster
Allyson Silver

Alli Slaten
Libby Snyder

Sari Star
Elizabeth Stlonik
Emily Uhlmann

Austin Van Grack
Rachel Yakobashvili

Jordan Zall

These leaders from all 10 of JWI's Young Women's Impact Networks 
across the U.S. were selected to attend Women to Watch and 
yesterday's Women's Leadership Conference on a scholarship 

from the Sondra D. Bender Leadership Institute.
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ABOUT JWI
Since 1897, JWI has been empowering the next generation of women and girls, 
amplifying the voices of women, and advocating for social change. Our trans-
formative advocacy and philanthropic initiatives, innovative women’s leadership 
programs, and powerful young women’s network events are at work every day to 
end gender-based violence, promote long-term economic security, and mentor the 
next generation of leaders. JWI is building a better world for all women and girls.

THE WOMEN TO WATCH CELEBRATION
This year marks the 21st annual celebration of JWI honoring extraordinary 
Women to Watch, highlighting inspiring women role models who are making an 
impact on their communities, their industries, and the world around them. These 
women pave the way for women to follow by inspiring others to achieve with their 
strength and intelligence. This celebration amplifies women's voices, shines a bright 
light on women's leadership, and inspires the next generation. 

THE WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
The conference connects future leaders with current and former Women to Watch, 
empowers women to speak up on issues that matter most to them, and brings 
women into a welcoming Jewish community. The conference offers content for 
women of all ages and stages – from high school and college students, to professionals 
in our Young Women’s Impact Network, to women age 35 through retirement. The 
conference is funded by JWI's Sondra D. Bender Leadership Institute.

JWI’S PHILANTHROPY  
JWI is deeply committed to supporting initiatives and programs that help women 
and children build more secure and healthy lives. Our philanthropic initiatives 
bolster the financial literacy and security of women and girls across the economic 
spectrum, while the National Library Initiative establishes new children’s libraries 
in domestic violence shelters nationwide. 

THE SONDRA D. BENDER LEADERSHIP AWARD  
Named to honor the late philanthropist and generous supporter of JWI’s work to 
empower women and girls, this award honors one woman each year for her work 
to galvanize the Washington, D.C. community, mentor new leaders and make the 
D.C. area a better place to live, work, and thrive.

THE LORIBETH WEINSTEIN CHANGEMAKER AWARD 
Named to honor JWI’s CEO Emerita of 20 years Loribeth Weinstein, this award 
carries on Loribeth’s legacy by recognizing one woman each year who stands at the 
precipice of social change – serving as a leader of social justice and inspiring her 
community with a passion for tikkun olam.

SPONSORS
Many thanks to lead sponsor 

Bender Foundation, Inc. 
for their support of the 

Sondra D. Bender Leadership Institute at JWI. 

PRESENTING SPONSOR 

Bender Foundation, Inc. 
David and Julie Silver

David and Nan Bender
Barbara Bender

Jason A. Belinkie
Jena Belinkie Riley

Jake Bender 
Nikki Bender Cole

BELIEVER 
Sharon Slotkin and Jayme Slotkin

BUILDER 
Wisch Family Foundation

ADVOCATE
Erica and Jeffrey Keswin*

Honey Nashman
Natalie and Jonathan Silverstein and Family
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SPONSORS

CHAMPION

Vivian and Raymond Bass* 

Heidi and Michael Brodsky* 

Robert and Carol Burman 
and Courtenay, Eddie, Madison, 

and Sophie Wallach

Michelle Carlson*

Charles and Lynn Schusterman 
Family Philanthropies 

Discovery Land Company

Eileen Filler-Corn, 56th Speaker 
of the Virginia House 

The Gildenhorn/Speisman 
Family Foundation*

Patricia Glaser 

Lisie and Michael Gottdenker

Laura and Jonathan Gross* 

Her Campus Media 

JCRC of Greater Washington

Bobbi Rebell Kaufman 
and Neil Kaufman*

Mimi Brodsky Kress*

Logan Levkoff and Louis Cortes

Stephanie Kaplan Lewis* 

Max and Marian Farash 
Charitable Foundation

Robin and Jeremy London*

Jeanie Milbauer and Oneghome.com

Lisa Mindlin

Stephanie Nashman*

Vivian Ostfeld

Quinn Emanuel Foundation

Ilene Rosenthal*

Rachel Braun Scherl and Zev Scherl 

Pam and Neal Sherman*

Rachel Shader 

Beth and Leonard Sloan 

Soom Foods

Ellen Stone*

Linda and Bob Youngentob*

*Pearls of Wisdom Society members support JWI with a minimum annual gift of $6,000.

SPONSORS

SUSTAINER
EagleBank

Lisa and Mitch Eisen

Tracy Forman

Barbara and Irv Guterman 

Judith Guitelman, Dan Epstein, 
and the Epstein Family Foundation 

Michael and Suzanne Klugerman

Penelope and Ed Peskowitz

Samantha and Andy Saperstein

Rabbi Susan Shankman
Sigma Delta Tau 

Sisterhood at Congregation 
B'nai Tzedek of Potomac, Md.

Anne Sylvester

Cindy and Rick Zitelman

ALLY
Congregation Rodeph Sholom – 

New York City 

Millicent Gorham

Randi K. Meyrowitz

Sheryl and Lee Miller

Repair the World

Jennie Schaff and David Clar

Loribeth Weinstein

FRIEND
Libby Anderson, Zeta Beta Tau

Wendy and Eben Block
Beth Bobb

Ellen Sloame Fawer 
Susan Feldman

Yvonne Schlafstein Distenfeld and 
Jeffrey Distenfeld 

Margie Glancz 
Hilary Smith Kapner

Heidi Lurensky 

Lynn Morgan
Mauri Pioppo
Gail Rubinson
Paula Shoyer 

Lia and Michael Tchorni
Ellen Tillman

Kimberly Vogel
Debra Weinberg
Snell & Wilmer

Michelle and Steven Stravitz

To learn more about the JWI programs 
these sponsors support – building a 

better world for all women and girls – 
visit jwi.org or call (202) 857-1300. 
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LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM AND AWARDS 

This year's Women to Watch celebration honors 
12 extraordinary Jewish women role models – 
leaders in business, philanthropy, spirituality, 

social justice, and more. 

Jill 
Basinger

Chief Legal Officer, 
Discovery Land 

Company

Jill Basinger is the chief legal officer at Discovery Land Company, 
a world-renowned real estate developer and operator of private 
club communities and resorts, where she oversees all litigations and 
develops corporate legal strategy and compliance programs. 
Jill’s origin story is the American Dream: After she and her family 
immigrated from the former Soviet Union when she was six years 
old, Jill became so proficient in English that she helped lead her 
UCLA debate team to win the Cross Examination Debate 
Association National Debate title – twice. (As a bonus, she met her 
husband there.) After earning her B.A. in political science from 
UCLA, Jill graduated from the University of Michigan Law School, 
clerked for a federal court judge, and began her legal career at 
Quinn Emanuel. Jill became a partner at McDermott Will & 
Emery, then at Glaser Weil, where she specialized in general 
commercial litigation, crisis management and response, and 
employment discrimination and harassment. Jill has received 
numerous awards and recognitions, including being named a 
California Top Women Lawyer by the Daily Journal, a Power 
Lawyer by the Hollywood Reporter, a top litigator by Variety, and 
a Super Lawyer. Jill was previously the litigation section co-chair 
on the board of the Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles, 
and currently serves on the board of the Los Angeles Metropolitan 
Debate League.

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES
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Eileen 
Filler-Corn 

Representative 
and Former Speaker, 

Virginia House 
of Delegates 

Eileen Filler-Corn served as the 56th Speaker of the Virginia House 
of Delegates. She was both the first woman and the first Jew to 
serve as speaker in the 400-year history of Virginia’s legislature. 
Filler-Corn rose to this role after serving in the House for a decade, 
making her ascension to the post the fastest ever. Today, she 
continues to serve her community and commonwealth in the 
House of Delegates, fighting on behalf of her constituents and all 
Virginians. Representing the 41st House District, which includes 
portions of Fairfax County. Eileen’s passion for service shines 
through her tireless work to make the Commonwealth of Virginia 
a better place to live, work, and raise a family. Her commitment to 
improving the lives of her neighbors is what drove her to run for 
the House of Delegates. She has spent her time in the legislature 
as a listener and problem-solver, delivering results that move her 
community forward and advocating for everyone equally regard-
less of background, circumstance, or ideology. She has introduced, 
championed, and passed legislation that has made Virginia a safer, 
stronger, and more equal Commonwealth.

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES

Barbara 
Guterman

Sondra D. Bender 
Community Leadership 

Honoree

Entrepreneur and 
Women’s Mentor

Barbara Guterman is a seasoned entrepreneur, passionate business 
executive, and a veteran community organizer with a desire to 
create powerful change. In the last 35 years, Barbara has launched 
companies and managed businesses in telecommunications, retail, 
franchising, manufacturing, fine jewelry, and in Internet-based 
start-ups. Her experience ranges from small business to large-scale 
public corporations and covers management, operations, sales, in-
vestor relations, public relations, community relations, and external 
affairs. At just 23 years old, Barbara co-created one of the nation’s 
first competitive local phone companies – the first in its industry 
to go public, raising more than $80 million and growing to 5000+ 
employees. Barbara was featured in Forbes' September 1995 issue as 
a “Woman with a Mission,” and she was the first person to don the 
cover of Reader's Digest as a distinguished woman entrepreneur. She 
was also recognized as Ernst and Young’s 1997 Florida Entrepreneur 
of the Year. Barbara received her B.A. in telecommunication from 
the University of Florida and an MBA from the University of South 
Florida, where she was named USF’s 1993 Entrepreneur of the Year. 
She is currently a mentor and partner in several startup businesses 
and runs the Teach Give Inspire Fridays women’s speakers series. 
Barbara has served as VP of the board of KEEN Greater DC for the 
last 12 years, is an entrepreneur-in-residence at The Bullis School 
in Potomac, Md., and is the current president of Congregation 
Bna’i Tzedek in Potomac. She is a devoted wife and mother to three 
grown sons who share her passion for business and for giving back.

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES



Details, Updates, Tickets, and Sponsorships at jwi.org/wtwJWI's Women to Watch Leadership Celebration • December 3 & 4, 202314 15

Tiffany 
Harris 

Chief Program Officer, 
Moishe House 

Tiffany Harris is the chief program officer at Moishe House, where 
she oversees a global program team that engages hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish young adults each year. Before Moishe House, 
Tiffany oversaw a global education program focused on accelerating 
IT and cloud-related learning at Amazon. Previously with the Peace 
Corps, Tiffany served as the organization headquarters’ public 
affairs specialist; was a founding member of both Shalom Corps 
(Peace Corps’ Jewish employee resource group) and the Peace Corps 
diversity board; and sat on the chief of staff’s diversity governance 
council. The National Peace Corps Association honored Tiffany 
on its Decennial "40 under 40" lists. Tiffany is a former board 
member of Moishe House and the Jim Joseph Foundation. Her 
undergraduate degrees are from Seattle University, and she has an 
M.A. from Tel Aviv University. A former leader of JWI’s Young 
Women’s Impact Network, Tiffany led the creation of JWI's 1-on-1 
mentoring program. She earned an Executive Certificate in Pro-
ject Management from Georgetown University, she completed 
the Board Member Institute for Jewish Nonprofits at the Kellogg 
School of Management at Northwestern University, and she is cur-
rently pursuing an executive certificate in applied business analytics 
from MIT.

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES

Tamar 
Manasseh

Loribeth Weinstein 
Changemaker Honoree 

Rabbi, Anti-Gun 
Violence Activist, and 
Community Leader

Tamar Manasseh is an anti-gun violence activist, community 
leader, mother of two, and rabbi. In 2015, Tamar founded MASK, 
Mothers and Men Against Senseless Killings, on the south side of 
Chicago. MASK’s purpose is to put eyes on the streets, interrupt 
violence and crime, and teach children to grow up as friends rather 
than as enemies. MASK’s primary mission is to build stronger 
communities through a focus on violence prevention, food security, 
and housing; the organization also creates partnerships to ensure 
that community members have access to necessary city services, 
opportunities for education and professional skills growth, and 
economic development. Tamar has also helped launch MASK 
initiatives in other Chicago neighborhoods, as well as in cities 
throughout the United States, including Evansville, Ind., Staten 
Island, Brooklyn, and Memphis. She was named Chicagoan of the 
Year in 2016 and has received awards from Ebony magazine, NOW 
Chicago chapter Vernita Gray Community Advocate Award, and a 
citation from the City of New York for her work in the community. 
She is a member of the Elluminate Collective, Cohort II, and of 
JWI’s Jewish Gun Violence Prevention Roundtable. In 2023, 
she founded Shachar, an organization that serves as a bridge 
between Black Jews, the larger American Jewish community, 
and African Americans. 

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES
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Samantha
Saperstein 
Managing Director of 
Women on the Move 

Center of Excellence at 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

Samantha Saperstein leads the Women on the Move Center of 
Excellence at JPMorgan Chase & Co., where she manages 
programs designed to fuel female ambition and ensure women have 
equal access and opportunity. She collaborates with internal teams 
and external partners on initiatives that support women entrepre-
neurs, educate female consumers, and empower female employees. 
Previously Samantha spent five years as chief marketing officer of 
Chase Commercial Banking; she joined the bank in 2012 as head of 
credit card strategy for Chase Consumer & Community Banking. 
Prior to joining Chase, Samantha was group head of U.S. Core 
Products at MasterCard, responsible for the development and 
rollout of all U.S. credit, debit, commercial, and prepaid card 
programs, and management of the U.S. loyalty platform. Earlier 
in her career, Samantha was a strategy consultant at McKinsey & 
Company, and also worked in journalism covering the U.S. 
Treasury market and macroeconomics for Dow Jones Newswires, 
The Wall Street Journal, and Barron’s. Samantha serves on the board 
of Safe Horizon, the nation’s largest agency supporting victims 
of domestic violence, child abuse, human trafficking, and youth 
homelessness, as well as the board of advisors for Catalyst. She has 
a B.A. from Brown University and an M.B.A. from The Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania, and lives in Westchester, 
N.Y., with her husband and three children.

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES

Jennie 
Schaff
CEO of the 

Max and Marian Farash 
Charitable Foundation

Jennie Schaff, Ph.D., is the CEO of the Max and Marian Farash 
Charitable Foundation in Rochester, N.Y., where she oversees the 
strategic distribution of the foundation monies to both Jewish and 
secular causes. Prior to her role at the foundation, Schaff served 
as the president and CEO of Jewish Family Services of Rochester. 
During her tenure there, she oversaw the growth of barrier-free 
mental health services, developed holistic programming for 
affordable housing residents, and ensured the agency was serving 
the community throughout the entire lifespan. Schaff earned 
her Ph.D. in education from George Mason University, which 
prepared her for nearly 20 years as a professor of education. 
Thirteen of those years were spent at Nazareth College, where 
she helped to shape K-12 educators in and around Rochester and 
gained a unique perspective on the challenges and opportunities 
within the current educational system. Jennie lives in Brighton, 
N.Y. with her three children, two stepchildren, and her husband, 
David Clar. 

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES
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Natalie 
Silverstein 

Author and 
Philanthropic  
Entrepreneur 

Natalie Silverstein, MPH, is an author, speaker, consultant, 
nonprofit founder, and passionate advocate for family and youth 
service. Her first book, Simple Acts: The Busy Family’s Guide to 
Giving Back, was published in 2019 and was named one of the Top 
Books for Parents Who Want to Raise Kind Kids by HuffPost. Her 
second book, Simple Acts: The Busy Teen’s Guide to Making a 
Difference, was published in July 2022. She is the host of the 
award-winning "Simple Acts, Big Impact: Celebrating Teen 
Changemakers" podcast. As the New York coordinator of Doing 
Good Together, a national nonprofit helping parents raise kids who 
care and contribute, Natalie curates a free monthly email listing of 
family-friendly service opportunities for thousands of subscribers. 
Her essays and interviews have appeared in Katie Couric's Wake-Up 
Call newsletter, Good Housekeeping, Medium, Zibby Mag, TeenInk, 
Grown and Flown, and Motherwell. Along with her husband 
Jonathan, she is the co-founder of The Silverstein Foundation for 
Parkinson’s with GBA, a nonprofit committed to finding a cure for 
Parkinson’s Disease in GBA mutation carriers. As a philanthropist, 
Natalie is a founding member of Impact 100 NYC, a women’s 
giving circle, and a member of the Legacy Collective. Natalie holds 
a master’s degree in public health from Yale University. She lives in 
New York City with her husband and three children.

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES

Audrey 
Wisch

Young Women's Impact 
Network Honoree 

Co-Founder and CEO 
of Curious Cardinals

Audrey Wisch paused her studies at Stanford University to 
pursue Curious Cardinals, chasing her dreams to not only help 
K-12 students unlock their greatest potential, but also to provide 
college students with meaningful work. After teaching her first 
workshop on mass incarceration to high school students at the 
start of the pandemic, Audrey mobilized her most ambitious peers 
at Stanford and beyond to share topics they were passionate about 
to K-12 students. Since then, Audrey has spoken on CNN and in 
Forbes to share her vision to create a community of lifelong learn-
ers and doers. Curious Cardinals has now raised $6.8 million in 
seed funding led by Anthos Capital and Audacious Ventures. She 
was recognized in the 2022 Forbes 30 Under 30 Education and 
Youngest category. At Stanford, Audrey was a history major whose 
research on the history of sexual assault was published in the 
Stanford Historical Journal. When Audrey is not working or 
speaking to members of the Curious Cardinals community, she 
can be found running while listening to podcasts, reading, or in 
art museums.

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES
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Jackie, Amy, 
and Shelby 

Zitelman 
Co-Founders of 

Soom Foods 

Sisters Jackie, Amy, and Shelby Zitelman created tahini-centric, 
Philadelphia-based Soom Foods in 2013.

CPO Jackie Zitelman graduated with a B.A. in government from IDC 
Herzliya and a master's degree in environmental studies from Tel Aviv 
University. Along with her sister Amy, Jackie was named to the Forbes 
30 under 30 list in 2018. She is married to Omri and has three 
children – Liel, Eve, and Almog. They live on Moshav Shavei Tzion 
in the Western Galilee, Israel.

CEO Amy Zitelman earned a B.A. in communication from the 
University of Delaware in 2011 and spent the following year soaking 
up culture and teaching English in Israel. Amy is the author of 
The Tahini Table: Go Beyond Hummus with 100 Recipes for Every Meal 
and in Between, and was named to Forbes' 30 Under 30 in 2018 for 
the food and drink category. She lives outside Philadelphia with her 
husband Darren and young sons Henry, Jesse, and Miles.

Board President Shelby Zitelman is also senior VP of business 
development at Zitelman Partners. She graduated from the Wharton 
School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania in 2007 and lives 
in Center City Philadelphia with her husband, Dan Stamm, and their 
three fun-loving boys, Malcolm, Julius, and Simon. Shelby sits on the 
boards of the Jewish Federation of Philadelphia, the American Living 
Organ Donor Fund, and Twist Out Cancer, as well as the Jewish Relief 
Agency finance committee. She was named to the Philadelphia Business 
Journal 40 Under 40 list in 2019.

WOMEN TO WATCH HONOREES

Luncheon Emcee
Jennifer Maxfield Ostfeld (WTW '17) is 
an Emmy-award winning reporter and 
anchor who has covered New York and 
New Jersey for two decades, currently for 
NBC New York. Maxfield’s first book, 
More After the Break: A Reporter Returns to 
Ten Unforgettable News Stories, was pub-
lished in July of 2022. She won a local news 
Emmy in 2018, and her anchoring and report-
ing were part of NBC-NY’s COVID-19 coverage that 
was awarded the Alfred I. DuPont-Columbia University Award in 2021, 
the broadcast equivalent of the Pulitzer Prize. She serves on the board of 
visitors at Columbia College and the board of trustees at the Elisabeth 
Morrow School.

Symposium Moderator
Laura E. Adkins is an award-winning 
writer, editor, and speaker based in 
New York. She is the opinion editor of 
the Forward. Laura’s writing on 
antisemitism, Orthodox Judaism, 
data, and gender has appeared in 
The Washington Post, The New York Times, 
the Los Angeles Review of Books, Glamour, and 
other outlets. She was previously the opinion 
editor of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, the editor of 
Jewish Insider, and an assistant blogs editor at The Times of Israel.



JWI's 2023 Women to Watch AwardsJWI's 2023 Women to Watch Awards22 23

www.thepamsherman.com

Congratulations to all the Women 
to Watch Honorees, and the Board 
and Staff of JWI, for all you do to 
impact women’s lives and make the 
world a better place.

- Pam and Neal Sherman 

EDGE: Explore, Dream, Grow + Excite®
#endwithvision   #womenandvision  #changetheworldwithvision 

"It takes a lot of courage to show your dreams to 
someone else." 

- Erma Bombeck
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Lisa, Bradley, 
JT, and David Mindlin 

wish to congratulate
our cousins 

O
2023 Event Chairs 

Sharon Slotkin 
& 

Jayme Slotkin
/

and their dedication 
to the JWI organization

Congratulations 
to all of the 

Women to Watch! 

You are a distinguished 
group that deserves 

every bit of celebration! 
 

Lisie Gottdenker
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Dear Sharon & Jayme,

We are so very proud of you both 
for the incredible work you have done 
for JWI and for our Jewish Community.

Keep leading and inspiring others 
to help repair our world. 

The Jewish Community and the 
State of Israel needs all of our support 

now more than ever before. 

Congratulations to all of the amazing 
honorees today and especially to JWI 

for the wonderful work you do for 
women every single day!

With Love & Appreciation,

The Burman & Wallach Families
Carol, Robert, Courtenay, Eddie, 

Madison and Sophie
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Congratulations 

Sharon and Jayme 
on the wonderful honor 

of chairing the annual 
JWI Women to Watch 

Luncheon. 

We are so proud 
of you and the work 
that you do for JWI. 

Love, 
Lisa Gans and Stacey Philips
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We’ve always known 
you’re a Woman to Watch, 

and we can’t wait to see what’s next.
We all love you and are so proud of you.

Cheers! 

Congratulations
Natalie 

Silverstein!

Steff Levin  •  Lisa Kalish 
Chrissey Hunt  •  Sandra Abush 

Karen Benett  •  Cindy Gavin 
Jerilyn Perman  •  Deena Winters
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Congratulations to all of this year’s 
incredible Women to Watch – 

you are the change makers and 
role models our world needs right now. 

And a special congratulations 
to my dear friend, Jennie Schaff. 

I have been in awe of you, your brilliant 
mind, and your enormous heart, since 

the moment we met 18 years ago. 
I am still in awe. 

Laura Rebell Gross
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Mazel Tov to all of the 
Women to Watch – 
your leadership and 

commitment inspire us.
 

And endless gratitude to the 
amazing Staff and Board of 
JWI, who work tirelessly to 

empower and ensure the 
safety of women everywhere.

 
Beth and Leonard Sloan

 To the ultimate 
Woman on the Move

SAMANTHA
SAPERSTEIN

Many congratulations 
on your well-deserved honor!

We celebrate 
your leadership, 

your commitment, 
and your impact.

Nicky and Denis Ziman
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Mazel Tov!
to all of the 2023

Women to Watch Honorees
 

We celebrate your commitment to community
Your leadership in professional endeavors

Your vision of a better world
Your inspiration for women and girls

Thank you! 
To the entire JWI staff

for your exceptional and tireless work on behalf of
 the safety and empowerment of all women and girls 

The Gildenhorn/Speisman Family Foundation 
The Honorable Joseph (z"l) and Alma Gildenhorn

Blanche Speisman (z"l)
Carol & Michael Winer 

Cathy & Michael Gildenhorn 
Stephanie & Ian Speisman
Leslie & Dennis Speisman
Brenda & Robert Speisman
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Congratulations to the 
2023 Women to Watch!

And thank you to JWI staff 
and volunteers, for helping 

lift up women's voices 
to make the world 

a better place.

JEN MAXFIELD OSTFELD 
and 

VIVIAN OSTFELD 

"Fight for the things 
that you care about, 
but do it in a way that will 
lead others to join you."

– Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

Congratulations, 
Natalie, 

on being named a 
JWI Woman to Watch!

For so many years, 
we’ve seen how you 

Give Back, Make a Difference, 
and embrace the Simple Acts. 

You make us, others around you, 
and the entire world better, 

Doing Good, tirelessly, 
cheerily, and effectively.

We look forward 
to the next chapters.

Love,
The Keswin Family



JWI's 2023 Women to Watch AwardsJWI's 2023 Women to Watch Awards46 47



JWI's 2023 Women to Watch AwardsJWI's 2023 Women to Watch Awards48 49



JWI's 2023 Women to Watch AwardsJWI's 2023 Women to Watch Awards50 51

Mazel Tov to the inspiring 
2023 Women to Watch!

You exemplify the words of 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg:

“Fight for the things that 
you care about, but do it 

in a way that will lead 
others to join you.”

I am honored to have you as 
leaders of JWI today and always.

Mimi Brodsky Kress (WTW’17)
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We'd like to thank our family, 
friends, and the Soom Crew 

for their support over 
the past 10 years.

learn more about Soom Foods 
and our products at 

soomfoods.com

Congratulations, 
Audrey, 

on being named a 
JWI Woman to Watch!

We salute your boundless 
energy, optimism, 

and, of course, curiosity.

We look forward to 
many more adventures 

in the years to come.

Love,
The Keswin Family
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Her Campus Media 
is proud to support JWI’s work 

to combat gender-based violence, 
promote financial literacy, 

and empower women leaders. 

Serving the next generation 
of women is at the core of 

everything we do at 
Her Campus Media 

and we thank JWI for working 
toward a better future.

Learn more at hercampusmedia.com 
and follow us on Instagram 

at @hercampusmedia.

To Audrey Wisch: 

We are very proud of you 
and love you very much! 

Grandma and Pop
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SOLIDARITY WITH ISRAEL!
BRING THE HOSTAGES HOME!

END ANTISEMITISM!

Mazel Tov to all awardees 
and appreciation to 

everyone associated with JWI 
including Meredith, 

the staff and the Board, 
especially Stephanie P Nashman! 

Honey Nashman

Congratulations, 
Mazel Tov, and Brava 

to the incredible women 
being honored for 

JWI's Women to Watch! 

We applaud your good work! 

Kudos to our 
Meredith Jacobs 

and her accomplished 
and achieving staff! 

What we do today matters - 
cherish peace and justice! 

Honey, Lauren, and Stephanie
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TO OUR INSPIRING DAUGHTERS:

Together, 
you made your dream a reality.

Your Jewish values 
are exemplified 
in your business 

and personal lives.

We are so very proud of you 
and all that you have accomplished 

at Soom, as wives and mothers, 
and how much you give back 

to your communities.

We love and admire you.

XXXOOO
Mom and Dad
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Congrats to the honorees,
and HUGE APPLAUSE

to our phenomenal chairs
and to our extraordinary 

staff that make this all 
look easy without 

missing a beat.

With pride and affection,

Vivian G. Bass
Past JWI Board Chair
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Thank you to JWI 
for the impactful work 

that you do to 
serve women 
everywhere!

Your proud Board Member 
(& husband),

Stephanie Kaplan Lewis 
and Jason Lewis
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To the most incredible Mom,

From shattering glass ceilings and paving the way for me 
and countless other women, you've shown me what it 
means to truly live by the values of Tikkun Olam. 

Your remarkable ability to bring folks together and lead 
with kindness, class and relentless determination is the 
driving force behind everything you do. Your leadership is 
a testament to the power of a strong, Jewish woman, and 
your family couldn't be prouder of you. 

Congratulations to this exceptional group of honorees. 

With love and admiration, 
Alana

Mazel Tov to all 
the Women to Watch 

and a special shout-out 
to Sharon and Jayme 

Slotkin.

- Rabbi Sue Shankman, 
WTW 2006

Mazel Tov to 
the Zitelman sisters 

and all the honorees!

from 
Paula Shoyer 

THE KOSHER BAKER 
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 Congratulations 
Amy, Jackie, and Shelby Zitelman 

on this wonderful and well 
deserved award. 

It's been a pleasure watching 
you all grow into such 
accomplished leaders 

over the years.

– Eric Cohen

Shelby, Jackie and Amy–
you exemplify the values of 

Judaism and are a shining light 
in the community. 

With love and gratitude,

The Benson and Paul Families

So proud to follow 
in the footsteps of 
Eileen Filler-Corn 
and Tiffany Harris. 

Mazal Tov!
Dottie Bennett

save for sir speedy
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Jennie Schaff and David Clar 
congratulate all of the 

2023 Women to Watch, 
and recognize JWI 

for the meaningful and 
important work you do.

We are proud to honor 

Marina Rostein, 
Board Member of JWI

Judy Guitelman and Dan Epstein
Sean, Julian, and Tango Lynch

Congratulations to 

Sharon and Jayme 
on all their philanthropic endeavors.

"We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give."

Lois Alperstein
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We salute our fabulous 
niece and cousin,
JENNIE SCHAFF

and the 2023 
Women to Watch honorees

Susan Kopelowitz
Karen Zivan

Judith Crabtree
Yona Strougo

Honoring 
Natalie Silverstein

A beacon of inspiration and 
strength in our community, 

now recognized as one of 
JWI’s 2023 Women to Watch!

Congregation Rodeph Sholom 
is so thrilled be celebrating 

this impactful journey!
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We are so proud of 
Sharon and Jayme Slotkin 

for chairing such a 
worthy cause. 

Love, 
Aunt Melanie & Uncle Marc

Mazel tov to 
Barbara Guterman 

on this well-deserved award, 
honoring her contributions to 

Jewish philanthropy. 

– from Randi K. Meyrowitz

Congratulations 
to all of the 2023 honorees. 

Thank you for your 
inspiration!

And congratulations to 
Sharon and Jayme Slotkin for 
chairing a wonderful event. 

Stephanie Teicher
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Thank you to 
CEO Meredith Jacobs 

for her outstanding leadership 
and advocacy around women and 

girls, and so much more! 

Congratulations to all the 
Women to Watch awardees!!

Sheryl & Lee Miller

PROUD SPONSOR
JWI WOMEN TO WATCH 
LEADERSHIP CELEBRATION

CONGRATS, HONOREES.

EagleBankCorp.com
301.986.1800   MD | DC | VA
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Congratulations Natalie 
on this well deserved honor for 

"Giving Back and Making a Difference."  

Your work with young people is truly inspiring.

We are in awe of your dedication and passion.

With much love, 

   The Greenfield Family   
Tracey, Jeff, Jamie, Ross and Tyler

Congratulations 

Audrey Wisch 
on this well deserved 

recognition and honor.

We are very proud of you.

Babby Judy and Zaida Sam

I can promise you that women 
working together – linked, informed 

and educated – can bring peace and 
prosperity to this planet. 

– Isabelle Allende

Congratulations to Meredith and the 
JWI team for their meaningful work to 
accelerate women working together 

for change. 

Lori Weinstein
CEO emerita
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Congratulations 
Tiffany Harris 
on this honor! 

With admiration 
and appreciation 
from your team 
at Moishe House

Many thanks to 
JWI's incomparable staff 

for their hard work 
and dedication – around 

Women to Watch, and the 
work we do every day, all over 

the U.S., to empower 
women and girls.
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Amy, Jackie, and 
Shelby Zitelman –

You have built 
something incredible 

as a strong and 
incredible sister team! 

Thank you for being 
true leaders and role 
models. Mazal tov on 
this deserving award. 

With love, 
Meryl Rosenberg

Congratulations 
to this year’s 

honorees! 

Sue Hendrickson 
& 

Sarah Kohn

MORE THAN EVER, 
WOMEN NEED TO 

HELP WOMEN. 

JWI TAKES THE LEAD. 

 

Ellen & Ralph Levin

Congratulations 
to all the 
recipients! 

Thank you JWI 
for all you do. 

– Natalie and 
Eric West

"Mazel Tov" to our 
incredible nieces/cousins 
Shelby, Jackie, and Amy 

on this well-deserved 
honor. 

Your achievements 
are truly inspiring. 

Keep on shining and 
continue to positively 
uplift others with your 

remarkable 
accomplishments. 

With love, 
Kandee, Marc, 

Demi, Devin, Derik, 
Andrew & MM

Mazel Tov to all of the 
amazing WTW Honorees.  

Your commitment and 
leadership has paved 
the way for women 

following on your heels.

Thank you for inspiring 
all women to do more 

and take charge.

With appreciation,

- Susie Feldman

Congratulations to 
Amy, Jackie, 

and Shelby Zitelman 
and all of this year’s inspiring 
Women to Watch honorees

Thank you to 
Sharon and Jayme Slotkin 

for your 2023 
Women to Watch leadership

May JWI continue to go from 
strength to strength always!

Yvonne Schlafstein Distenfeld 
and Jeffrey Distenfeld
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Mazel Tov to 
Amy, Jackie, 
and Shelby 
Zitelman 

from your friends 
at Congregation 
Rodeph Shalom 
in Philadelphia!

Amy, Jackie, and 
Shelby Zitelman, 

Mazel Tov 
on this well 

deserved honor! 

Wishing you 
continued 
success, 

Connie and Erik 
Lindenauer

Ellen Tillman 
is proud to

 support JWI.

Together we can 
build a better world 
for women and girls.

In salute of 
the amazing 

Natalie Silverstein 
and the 

extraordinary 2023 
Women to Watch. 

Congratulations and 
thank you for your 

incredible leadership. 

Heidi and Steven 
Lurensky

Congratulations, 
Natalie Silverstein! 

Thank you for 
inspiring me 

with your kindness, 
passion and generosity 

in everything 
that you do! 

Love, 
Jen Friedland

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 2023 

WOMEN TO WATCH 
HONOREES!

– Rosalyn Levy Jonas



JWI's 2023 Women to Watch AwardsJWI's 2023 Women to Watch Awards84 85

Congratulations 

Barbara
Guterman! 

You are truly 
deserving of this 

honor and you are 
So What Else's 
Humanitarian 
of the Year! 

Love from 
Bob & Dave 

and all of us at 
So What Else

“Every day you have a 
chance to be a leader. 

Inspire others.”

In memory of my 
mother, Sandra “Sandy” 

Silberman, a leader 
with integrity. 

May her memory 
be for a blessing. 

Debra S. Weinberg 

Congratulations 
to all of this year’s 

incredible honorees. 

Thank you for helping 
to build a community of 

strong, active women.
 

To Sharon and Jayme, 
your dedication 

to JWI is inspiring. 
Your perseverance is 
unwavering and you 

are leaders in an area 
where we are so in need 
of leadership.  We are so 

proud of you!
 

- The Tchornis, 
Tobacks, and Bells

Congratulations 
Sharon, Jayme 
and all of the 

WTW honorees. 

Kimberly Vogel

BARBARA~ 
She is a fantastic leader 
who combines brains 

and heart to help raise 
all who work with and 

befriend her. 

Mazel Tov and 
Yasher Koach! 

With Love, 
Donna Genderson 

& Caryn Silverman

MAZAL TOV to 
Barbara

Guterman
and all of this 

year’s amazing
Women to Watch! 

With admiration 
and gratitude,

Michelle Stravitz

Congratulations to 
all of the honorees 
and thank you to JWI 
for their leadership.

from the very 
proud mother/
grandmother 
of this year's 

luncheon hosts 
Sharon and Jayme 

Slotkin 

– Trish Toback



We have been watching you 
since the very beginning . . .

Congratulations 
Audrey Micay Wisch

on this great honor!!!

We are oh so proud of you
and all of your extraordinary 

accomplishments.

With lots of love, 
Mama & Papa Wisch

Congratulations to
Barbara Guterman,

the Sondra D. Bender Community 
Leadership Awardee, 

and all of this year's 
amazing Women to Watch! 

We are proud to support 
the Sondra D. Bender 
Leadership Institute 

and the thriving Young Women's 
Leadership Networks in Boston, 

Chicago, D.C., Denver, Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, New York City, San 

Francisco, San Diego, and Seattle! 

Bender Foundation, Inc.
David and Julie Silver

David and Nan Bender
Barbara Bender
Jason A. Belinkie

Jena Belinkie Riley
Jake Bender

Nikki Bender Cole


